Immunization of rabbits with proteins reacted with malonic dialdehyde (MDA): kinetics and specificity of the immune response.
MDA-modified casein, lysozyme or polylysine (MC, ML and MP respectively), was intradermically injected to rabbits in the presence of complete Freund's adjuvant (cFA). Two other animal sets received either cFA alone, or MDA alone. MDA, cFA and MP did not induce any antibody response. Both ML and MC produced an increase of antibody reactivity towards ML, but reactivity towards native lysozyme (L) was increased only by ML and not by MC. According to these results, it was concluded that the epitopes recognized by antibodies reacting with ML and not with L are AIP bridges and possibly the two surrounding aminoacyl (especially lysyl) residues.